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From:  Vicki Poindexter,   
Greetings in the name of Jesus!

I've been given the awesome privilege to be Co-Director with Rick Dawson as your District Directors for Arlington District. Lay Speaking is a powerful ministry filled with Spirit-led servants and I'm excited to be part of it! I worship at Community of Faith UMC and serve as one of the Associate Lay Leaders. I’ve had the blessing to coordinate and teach the basic course on several occasions. I’ve spoken at numerous churches this last year and have had the great pleasure of meeting many members of those churches. I have a passion to make sure that all of our Lay Speakers have the tools to go out and serve the District and Conference in all areas of ministry.  
Our October 
Training event will be at Herndon UMC. We will have more information coming out on this – keep a look out on the Arlington District Web site and read the section below on training.  
February 26, 27, and 28 at Blackstone we have our Conference Training.  If you go to the Conference Web site under events and click on March you will find the application.  Many basic and advanced classes are being offered.  

There are opportunities at places like the Sunrise. Our point of coordination for Nursing Homes is Jean Banks. She would love to have you come aboard. You can reach Jean at 703-629-8581 or via email, jeanbanks@comcast.net.  There are a lot of exciting opportunities ahead – I encourage you to get excited and get involved! Let me encourage you to become more involved in your home church. It's a safe thing to say most of you already are in various capacities; teaching Sunday School, leading Bible studies, etc. If you're not yet... ...ask your pastor what he or she needs help with. Trust me, they won't turn you away empty handed!

Finally, let me encourage you to be in prayer for your pastor and your church I find we think our pastors can do everything and forget they need to be high on the list in our daily prayers.  They also can use a helping hand – ask what you can do to help.
The LSM District Team:  Vicki Poindexter, Rick Dawson, Bill Bigler, Janice Coleman, Laura Harris, Jean Banks plus are training team.
You can reach me almost anytime during the day at (703) 614-9477 or at home at 703-295-0603. My emails are: vicki.poindexter@navy.mil or on weekends vap328@aol.com.

Upcoming Lay Speaking Classes 

Blackstone:  26/28 Feb 2010, LSM Academy – See Conference Web site for more information.

Arlington/Alexandria Bi-District Training – More information to come, if you have a special class you would like us to teach please let me know and we will try to accommodate.

Do you need us to come to your church and teach a LSM class?  Please let me know and we will make arrangements for us to come to you and teach to your specific needs.  
LAY SPEAKING OPPORTUNITIES

Lay speakers are not just about filling the pulpit. Our job as lay speakers is to go where we are needed. Do you know of a need that is not being met?  There is a team of lay speakers who conduct the worship service every Sunday at Sunrise.  The committee is looking at the possibility of expanding this ministry to other nursing homes.  If you are interested or have a passion to do another service please let me know and we will work together on your mission.  
· We are drawn to HEARTS and MISSIONS that help PEOPLE
When Christ works in us, His strength elevates us.  The Holy Spirit puts our sinful nature to death and gives us new life in Christ.  
The Apostle Paul wrote, “It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me” (Galatians 2:20). 
He is the elevator that gets us up all those flights, and what a relief that I don’t have to climb there on my own. 
Lay Speakers Annual Report Form
The Book of Discipline requires that all lay speakers submit an annual report and reapplication with recommendations annually. It also requires that all local lay speakers take a refresher course every three years (or take an Advanced Course and mark Local on the form). Certified lay speakers are required to take an advanced course to maintain their status.  All annual reports should have been submitted to the home church prior to the charge conference. If your report has not been submitted, please do so now.  Prepare your report and pass on the pastor of your church, then forward to the District Office as soon as possible. 
Our Mission...�…equipping the laity to realize and respond to their call to ministry
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